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Reply to Referee #1

1. The paper has been substantially rewritten, addressing this issue of clarity of pur-
pose.

2. We agree with tis comment, and have addressed these further issues regarding
clarity.

3. At the present time it is not possible to describe the effect that dissolved organics
have on the density of seawater or the Absolute Salinity. We know that the concen-
tration of DOC is about 65uM in surface waters in the North Atlantic and in standard
seawater. It decreases to values as low as 35uM in deep waters. One would expect
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this to decrease the density of seawater, but it is difficult to determine the value. Part of
this difficulty is trying to take out all the DOC of a sample of seawater without changing
its composition. So, as we stand today, the expected decrease in density and Absolute
Salinity is buried into the correlations with silicate.

4. The motivation for taking Absolute Salinity as the salinity argument of the Gibbs
function has been substantially improved since this OSD paper was submitted in later
2008. Since then the work of Pawlowicz (2010) and Pawlowicz et al. (2011) has been
published and the distinctions between four different types of absolute salinities have
been described. This section of the present paper has been substantially improved.

5. We have been more consistent with out use of these words.

6. Yes, done.

7. OK

8. We have improved this description.

9. We have addressed this issue of uncertainty by adding a comparison with the
method of estimating Absolute Salinity Anomaly of Pawlowicz et al. (2011) in Figures
10 and 11.

10. Fixed.

11. This density data is not published in any other paper, so it is included here, as all
the other density measurements appeared in their own papers.

12. We have retained the presentation of the figures as they were, mainly because
David Jackett who prospered these figures has died, and it would be a significant un-
dertaking to spin up on this data analysis again and so change the figures.
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