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All the answers to Referee #2 comments were inserted in the manuscript except for
the last two points (double wire and rechargeable batteries) because the revisited text
should clear the doubts on the argument.

A short paragraph relative to the pressure transducer was inserted in the sensor chap-
ter (n.3). The sensor used for depth measurement is a Keller submersible pressure
transducer: it was employed only for the first retrievable prototypes.

Page 1517: “Remote sensing of primary production...” was substituted with “The esti-
mation of primary production in the euphotic zone based on remote sensing ..”.
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Page 1518: “mid-high latitudes” was substituted with “mid-low latitudes”.

Why a double wire? A double wire is needed, differently from the XBT, because the
signal is digital.

Why rechargeable batteries? Rechargeable batteries were only employed for the first
retrievable prototypes. In the launchable ones there are placed hermetic batteries
suitable for providing energy required by the system for the foreseen functioning time
(a maximum of 60 - 100 minutes with full charge batteries).
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