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After careful re-considerations, we have decided to withdraw the manuscript. This
is based on the fact that the current model version appears to overestimate bottom
salinities in the eastern Persian Gulf by about 1 psu compared with field observations
(e.g. Swift and Bower, 2002). We will submit a new, revised manuscript once our
numerical simulations show a better agreement with field observations. We thank the
reviewers for their suggestions.
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