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The authors analysed the surface drifter data to understand the eddy characteristics
in the southern Indian Ocean. This is an interesting study that is within the scope of
the Journal. The novelty of the paper is to provide analysis on sub mesoscale eddies,
in addition to what can be derived from satellite altimeter data. It is a good amount
of work, however, the paper can be improved by adding more analysis on the eddy
characteristics, especially on the sub mesoscale eddies.

Questions could be answered by this study include:

Do the eddy numbers correspond to eddy energetics, in different parts of the southern
Indian Ocean, the western boundary current system, the eastern boundary current
system, and the interior ocean?
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How do the sub mesoscale eddies derive their energy? Either from the energy cascade
from larger eddies, or from instability of the ocean current? Why do they have different
seasonal cycle compare to larger eddies?

Why do cyclonic sub mesoscale eddies double the number of anticyclonic sub
mesoscale eddies?

Can drifters be continuously trapped in eddies for a long time period?

In addition, some of the statements in the text have vague meanings, and a careful
English editing is necessary.

When referring the seasons, the authors need to use austral summer/winter consis-
tently to avoid confusion.
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